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Call for papers 
 

 

 

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the “Fédération Sportive et Gymnique du 

Travail*”, the laboratories “Cultures-Education-Sociétés” (LACES EA 4140, University of 

Bordeaux, France) and “Socio-Psychologie et Management du Sport” (SPMS EA 4180, University 

of Burgundy, France), in partnership with the University of Bologna (Italy), are organizing an 

international symposium that will be held in Dijon (Burgundy, France) on November 27th and 28th 

2014. In anticipation of this event, a call for papers has been launched at the European level on the 

following topic: 

 

“Worker Sport Organizations, Territories and Metamorphoses in the 20th and 21st 

Centuries in Europe” 

 

In Western European countries, research on peer sports federations, particularly workers’ 

federations, has received considerable attention over the last twenty years. Theses, books and 

articles have widened the knowledge about the history of socialist and communist sports 

federations, which a group of pioneering researchers began to investigate in the seventies. This 

recent work usefully revisits older analyses, often limited to institutional aspects, and promotes the 

emergence of a nuanced, less political perspective on worker sport. Thanks to these new issues, it 

also paves the way for new areas of reflection in connection with worker sport. 

The organizers of the event welcome contributions in political, cultural and social history, 

but also in the related fields of sociology and political science. The symposium will also be the 

arena for discussion and international reflection amongst the community of researchers interested in 

workers’ organizations, with the aim to develop comparative analyses. 

Several lines of research have already been considered: 

 
• The “territories” of worker sport 

 
Various levels of analysis – The term “territories” first of all refers to the development of 

“new” levels of analysis of the worker sport movement. The approach to workers’ organizations 
frequently focuses on the national level not only in France but also in Italy, Germany and Greece. 
Internationally speaking, even if the case of the Red Sport International (1921-1937) has been 
thoroughly investigated, research on reformist internationals (including the Internationale Sportive 
Ouvrière Socialiste in the early 20th century and the Socialist Workers’ Sport International since 
1946) and on the World Federation of Democratic Youth deserves to be promoted. Such studies 
would lead to better understanding of a European network of worker sport, and would unveil 
different views on sports practice and the means implemented by these structures for raising the 
ideological and political awareness of their members, particularly in the context of the international 

                                                 
* Main French worker sport federation, founded in December 1934. 



sports and cultural events they organize. Similarly, the study of worker sport at the subnational level 
provides an opportunity for specific investigation. In particular, more specific local issues concern 
the effects of various local contexts on programs and their implementation in terms of the political 
commitment of the organizations. They also allow analyses of sociability and worker sport’s 
practices in their most concrete dimensions. Overall, comparing these approaches with the new 
geography should lead to a finer grasp of the multidimensional nature of workers' organizations and 
to apprehend a common dynamic enriched by a multiplicity of viewpoints. 
 

New lines of research on worker sport – The concept of “territories” also refers to the 
various fields of research in humanities and social sciences that involve the history of worker sport. 
Themes such as immigration, colonization or the Third World have received little attention, despite 
their great topicality and the fact they are major themes in the history of peer sports federations, 
which are particularly concerned with issues relating to the emancipation of dominated populations. 
Similarly, the development of a gendered analysis of sports and the development of issues related to 
the media coverage of sports in recent years have opened new paths for specialists of worker sport. 
The place of women in the worker sport movement, the characteristics of the workers’ press or the 
representation of “red” sport in the mainstream media have been studied only on an ad hoc basis, 
within the framework of research that needs to be extended and disseminated more widely. 

 

• The “metamorphoses” of worker sport 
 

New forms of commitment within worker sport organizations – Research in this particular 
perspective includes the study of the transformations of the activism of workers’ federations since 
the sixties. The withdrawal of certain worker sport organizations away from the influence of 
political parties, the affirmation of postmodern societies - and especially of a less politicized youth - 
and the collapse of the Soviet bloc have all led to profound changes in the methods of governance 
of worker sport and in the alternatives to the dominant model developed by its stakeholders. 
Therefore, after following more or less strictly political guidelines that sometimes established a 
direct link between worker sport and the proletarian revolution, a commitment towards sports and 
educational innovation characterized the militancy of worker sport organizations in the last third of 
the 20th century. The ability of worker sport to adapt to new generations of members, as well as to 
cultural and social changes, is central to this research. 

 
The history of everyday life and affinities – A history of the daily life of worker sport 

federations must also throw light on how militants and ordinary members of worker sport groups 
have changed in their commitment. The idea is to trace the individual and collective trajectories of 
worker sportsmen and to reassess the motives that shaped workers’ affinities for sports over the 
course of the 20th century. Such an approach, in the vein of the German and English oral history, 
represents another challenge for specialists of communist and socialist sport. Finally, research on 
how militants have moved around, especially in Europe, and the subsequent interpenetration of 
sports doctrines will be particularly appreciated. Therefore, the issue of mobility and the 
mechanisms of doctrinal impregnation will also be a major theme of this scientific event. 



Proposals for papers 
 
 
 

Proposals for oral papers must be submitted by email (Word file attached) no later than June 
20th 2014, and sent to the following address: colloq.sportouvrier@free.fr 
 

The abstract should contain 300-500 words (title and text) and be preceded by the following 
information: first name and family name of the author, status, affiliation, theme chosen for the 
presentation. A short bibliography should also be added (maximum of 5 references). 

 
The organizing committee will reply by July 11th 2014 at the latest. 
 
Final enrolment for the symposium will be in September 2014. 

 
During the first semester of 2015 a selection of articles will be submitted for publication in 

one (or more) scientific journal as a thematic issue. Several proposals are actually considered by the 
editorial board of selected journals in the fields of history and social sciences. 
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