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The National University of Physical Education and Sport of Bucharest will host the 25th 

Congress of the European Committee for Sports History (CESH) from 21 to 23 September 

2022. The theme chosen by the organisers is ‘Competition and collaboration in sports history 

from Antiquity to Modern times’. Hence, we are inviting scholars at all career stages from all 

over the world to critically explore the way in which this duality in sports has been 

constructed, presented and questioned in the past. 

Competition and collaboration are two essential dimensions for the culture of sport and 

physical education. Instances can be identified since the Antiquity. Defined as ‘a contest in 

which on the basis of shared understandings and procedures, a winner emerges’, competition 

was associated in Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire with the idea of spectacle and public 

performance. Later, competition referred to being best at handling military equipment, even 

if it was a bow, a sword, a horse, a spear, a gun or simply the human body. More recently, 

various forms of sporting competition were identified in the pre-modern times. Nevertheless, 

since the modern days competition in sports is generally conceived of as crucial for improving 

athletes’ performances and their visibility in society. The last century saw the diffusion of 

sport at a large scale, in parallel with the growth of competitiveness among individuals and 

teams, and this led to the establishment of major competitions. 

Sport and physical education also generated collaboration, through camaraderie, for 

example. Cooperative impulses animated the joint endeavours of sports clubs, sports 

associations, fans groups, federations, organizations, PE classes or sports companies. 

Collaborations between teammates, pupils, between coaches and athletes, between clubs, 

federations and organisations set some marks in the history of sports and generated 

fascinating stories. For example, the interrelation of certain ‘players’ participating in this 

complex network of collaboration characterizes early modern sports. Over the years, the 

partitioned, specialised, multisectoral, and interconnected nature of the sports industry 

provided a dynamic impulse for interpersonal or interorganisational partnerships. 

Collaborations have had mixed results, some were successful, while others have failed. 

http://www.cesh-site.eu/
http://www.cesh-site.eu/


Given the essential dimension of competition and collaboration and the learning, teaching 

and training processes, there is a need for in-depth historical analysis of these two dimensions 

and of their effects on society. 

Possible topics for panels and individual papers include, but are by no means limited to: 

• Competition(s) histories. Various types of competitions could be presented and 

analysed through their geographic dimension (local, regional, national or 

international), or the number of athletes involved (individual or team competitions); 

• Forms of collaboration. This topic covers collaboration between athletes, coaches, 

fans, pupils, teachers or sport or education entities, but it also considers other 

dimensions of collaboration in sport, like sport diplomacy. Collaborative research of 

sport historians could be also added; 

• Shifts in the history of sport. From competition to collaboration and from 

collaboration to competition is just one suggested direction which could be explored. 

In fact, different types of changes in terms of collaboration or competition can occur.   

• The social, cultural, political, economic and legal responses to education, 

competition and collaboration in sports and PE over the years. This topic covers 

various issues, like religion and sport, PE in competition and collaboration, influence 

of technology and science in sport and PE, the relationship of sport and PE with 

politics, communities’ reactions to competition and collaboration in sport, or judicial 

reactions to sport issues in the past. 

• Peoples, symbols and moments of competition and collaboration. Sports history has 

provided heroes and losers, visible and discrete actors who have produced significant 

moments for history of sport and physical training. In this direction, we expect 

biographies of various sport and PE figures, but also presentations of other actors, 

individuals, teams, organisations or institutions. Other aspects of competition and 

collaboration could be analysed, like gender issues, sport for people with disabilities 

or symbols, actors and moments of the Olympic movement. 

• The dark side of sporting competition. Presentations about how the ethics of 

competition and collaboration are challenged and which are the negative 

consequences in history of sports. Racism, violence, bribery, corruption, match-fixing 

are few aspects which are part of the competition, which could generate proposals 

that interest us.  

Other proposals related to sports history are also welcomed. 

Confirmed keynote speakers are: 

• Anke Hilbrenner (Professor for East European history at the Heinrich Heine University 

of Düsseldorf); 

• Mike Huggins (Emeritus Professor of Cultural History at the University of Cumbria, 

England); 

• Fiona Skillen (Senior Lecturer in History at Glasgow Caledonian University, Scotland). 

Other names and surprises will be gradually revealed. 



 

Submitting a paper or a panel 

Proposals can be submitted in all European languages. For oral presentations, English and 

French are encouraged to facilitate exchanges, but speakers can present in their own 

language. 

Please send your abstract in the language of your oral paper. If this is not English, please add 

an abstract in English. PowerPoint presentations should be in English. 

Abstracts must be submitted by 15 April 2022 via the congress website at: cesh2022.unefs.ro  

All speakers must be members of CESH for the year 2022. To pay your annual membership 

fees, please visit: www.cesh-site.eu  =} About CESH 

 

Panels 

We encourage researchers to submit panel proposals of three or four papers. To do this, the 

panel speakers must each submit their paper via the congress website. One coordinator of 

the panel must send an email to the organizers specifying the make-up and content of the 

panel. A short presentation of the panel and speakers must also be attached. Deadline is also 

15 April 2022. 

 

 

2022 CESH Early Career Award 

Competition 

 

Like every year, CESH will award a prize to an Early Career Scholar. 

The submission deadline is 29 August 2022. 

More information at www.CESH-site.eu 
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Registration Fees: 

Participation at the CESH Congress.  

Participants Early registration 
(15 June - 31 July 2022) 

Late registration 
(1 August -31 August 2022) 

Speakers 75 EUR 100 EUR 

Audience/Accompanying 
person 

60 EUR 75 EUR 

Student speaker 50 EUR 75 EUR 

 

The registration fee will be paid after receiving the acceptance of the paper from the scientific 

committee, which is planned to be offered before 31 May 2022. 

Please take into account that you need to be a CESH member and that your membership dues 

are paid up to date in order to present an abstract to the congress in Bucharest. To adhere or 

to renew your membership, you may go to the “Membership” section on the CESH website. 

Your registration fee covers: 

• Welcome cocktail  

• Congress Kit CESH 2022 

• Attendance to every scientific event of the congress 

• Access to the book of abstracts (digital version) 

• Access to the Photo Gallery of the event 

• Daily coffee breaks  

• Daily lunch  

• Official Dinner 

• Certificate of participation 

After September 1st, no refund is possible in case of cancellation. 

Conference participants must cover their own travel and accommodation expenses. 

 

 

Contact 

General questions regarding the CESH’s 2022 Congress may be sent to Pompiliu-Nicolae 

CONSTANTIN, pompiliuconstantin@yahoo.com or pompiliu.constantin@unefs.ro 
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